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Esther prepares a meal for her family as she waits for her husband, who 
enrolled in primary school with their two older children. Her youngest, Lakot 
James, 1.5-years-old, was treated for severe acute malnutrition upon arrival. 
Esther is happy her family is alive and healthy in Uganda. 
    Esther Amony, 20, South Sudanese refugee, 
    Bidibidi Refugee Settlement, Yumbe District, West Nile.

Jessica Loyang, 15, of Kaabong District, 
Uganda, dropped out of school due to early 
pregnancy and now fends for her infant son 
and elderly parents.  A child support grant 
and adolescent girls’ scholarship would give 
Jessica a second chance at education, improve 
their lives, and break the vicious cycle of 
intergenerational poverty.  

“My best friend is a [Ugandan] national. When 
I don’t have books or pens, she gives me a few and I also give her some items 
when we receive our rations.” 

Grace Among, 17, 
South Sudanese refugee, Northern Uganda 

After losing both parents, Grace arrived and 
enrolled in a primary school where refugee 
children make up the largest proportion of 
pupils, though nationals generously share the 
crowded facilities. Grace now confidently heads 
the school health club and is well respected.

Uganda 
“We walked for over 8 

hours… We lacked food 
for several days and did 
not have enough breast 

milk for Lakot.” 

Esther 
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Uganda’s economy has grown at a slower pace in recent years, reducing its impact on poverty. 
The economy slowed down in 2017 with a real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate 
of 4.4 per cent, down from 5.5 per cent in the previous year. This was accompanied by a 
corresponding increase in poverty levels from 19.7 per cent in 2012/13 to approximately 27 
per cent in 2016/17. Children under 18 comprise more than half (56%) of the population, 
and child poverty remains widespread. The Child Poverty and Deprivation Report (2013) 
revealed that more than half (55%) of children aged 0-4 years are deprived on at least two of 
six dimensions.

Uganda is home to over 1.38 million 
refugees and asylum seekers, more than at 
any time in its history, more than any other 
African country and only behind Turkey and 
Pakistan globally. Sixty-one per cent of all 
refugees are children. 

Basic services in the 11 refugee-hosting 
districts are overstretched. Underfunded 
humanitarian programs leave refugees 
extremely vulnerable and severely strain 
social services, including health, education, 

water and sanitation. This is especially true in host settlements/transit centers, which have 
some of the country’s highest levels of poverty and lowest human development indicators. 

Uganda’s legislative framework recognizes refugees’ rights to work, establish businesses and 
move around freely, consistent with the 2016 New York Declaration/Comprehensive Refugee 
Response Framework and the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit. On June 23, 2017, the 
President of Uganda and the UN Secretary General co-hosted a Uganda Solidarity Summit 
on Refugees to showcase the Uganda model and mobilize support to meet the needs of 
refugees and host communities. Donors pledged more than US$ 350 million in response. 

A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL SOCIAL PROTECTION POLICY

The recently adopted national social protection policy defines social protection as “public and 
private interventions to address risks and vulnerabilities that expose individuals to income 
insecurity and social deprivation, leading to undignified lives.” The policy adopted in 2016 
provides a framework for putting in place a comprehensive social protection system as a 
means to address poverty and vulnerability across the life cycle.

POSITIVE IMPACT OF SOCIAL PROTECTION

Since 2010, the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development (MoGLSD) has 
implemented the Senior Citizens Grant (SCG) as part of the broader Social Assistance 
Grant for Empowerment (SAGE) program, originally piloted in 15 districts from 2011-2015. 
Evidence demonstrates that the beneficial impact of social protection goes beyond immediate 
reductions in monetary poverty. Compared with districts where SAGE was not implemented, 
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the number of households eating fewer than 2 meals per day fell more than twice as fast 
in SAGE districts; school attendance rose nearly 3 times as fast; and the employment rate 
increased 50% faster. 

EXTENDING SERVICES AND SOCIAL PROTECTION TO REFUGEES

Uniquely, the Government caters for refugees in the current national development plan (NDP 
II) by providing for expansion of services like health, education, water and sanitation. This 
unprecedented movement of refugees into Uganda underscores the need to break down 
barriers between humanitarian and development activities, and creates a unique opportunity 
for the humanitarian response to build on and strengthen the existing social protection system.

In 2014, in line with UNICEF’s “Generation 2030: Africa” findings, the “#InvestInUGchildren: 
Realize Uganda’s Vision 2040” campaign was launched to sharpen investment in children and 
accelerate progress toward achieving US$9,500 per capita income.

To implement findings from the Social Protection Investment Case (see below), the MoGLSD, 
Private Sector Foundation Uganda (PSFU) and UNICEF are looking into innovative blended 
financing options for a national child-focused social protection programme, such as a potential 
endowment fund. Furthermore, building on the evidence from the Social Protection Investment 
Case and a recent study on the impact of climate change and urbanization on Uganda’s 
children, UNICEF is partnering with the Kampala City Council Authority to develop an urban 
child-sensitive social protection programme, with a focus on adolescent girls.

MAIN CHALLENGE(S) AHEAD 

AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACTION

Social Protection Investment Case
[ goo.gl/T5P8dH ]

Uganda Solidarity Summit on Refugees – translating New York Declaration Commitments 
into Action
[ goo.gl/owvU2K ]

Expanding Social Protection, MoGLSD
[ goo.gl/owvU2K ]
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UNICEF, in partnership with the European  Union,  FAO,  Finland,  Germany, SIDA,  
UK  aid,  UNHCR,  WFP and the World  Bank, organized the 2017 International 
Conference on Social Protection in Context of Fragility and Forced Displacement 
(http://sp-fragility-displacement.onetec.eu/). This country profile was produced as 
background material for the conference.

The country profile reflects a collective effort by UN agencies at country level to 
represent the country situation as of September 2017.

For further information please contact:

Social Inclusion and Policy Section
Programme Division
E-mail: socialpolicy@unicef.org

or go to

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE


