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Moderator

Esther Schüring
Professor, Bonn Rhein-Sieg University of Applied Sciences

Esther Schüring is a social scientist, specialized in the area of social protection policy. As a professor for social

protection systems, she is the academic head of an international master’s programme in social protection. Her main

research interests are in eliciting public preferences in social policy and in studying the role, acceptance and effects

of targeting and conditionality in social protection design. For more than 15 years, she has advised governments in

Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia on the design, implementation and evaluation of social protection programmes.
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Moderator

Markus Loewe
Research Team Leader, DIE

Markus Loewe is research team head at the German Development Institute (DIE), Bonn, where he has been working

since 1999. He studied development economics and political science in Tübingen, Erlangen and Damascus and got

his PhD from Heidelberg University for a thesis on micro-insurance. In 2015, he was offered a chair at the University

of Erlangen-Nuremberg but rejected it. His research foci include social protection, poverty, small enterprise

development, investment promotion, and, since recently, the notion of the social contract.
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Speaker

Chris de Neubourg
Professor at Tilburg University, and Director of Social Policy Research Institute 

Prof. Dr. Chris de Neubourg is Professor of Public Policy and Management at Tilburg University and the

Director of the Social Policy Research Institute. He was the founder and Academic Director of the Maastricht

Graduate School of Governance and was Chief of Social and Economic Policy Research at the UNICEF Office of

Research - Innocenti. He has taught, researched, authored academic literature, and consulted throughout his

work in over 30 countries in the fields of social policy and social protection. He holds a PhD in Economics from

the University of Groningen.



Speaker

Veronika Wodsak
Social Protection Policy Specialist, ILO

Veronika Wodsak has a background in International Relations and worked as a researcher on Global Social

Policy at Bielefeld University and the World Bank Social Development Department. She serves at the ILO

Social Protection Department since 2007 in various functions and was part of the team that worked on the

development and follow-up of the Social Protection Floors Recommendation (R.202). Her current

responsibilities are focused on social protection governance and digital social protection.
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Speaker

Benson Chisanga
Lecturer, University of Zambia

Benson Chisanga is faculty member of the University of Zambia. He holds graduate degree in Community and

Regional Planning from University of British Columbia and Doctorate Degree in Social Welfare from University of

Alabama. Teaching and research focus on poverty issues. Recently, he coordinated Social Protection Curriculum

Development in Zambia designing undergraduate and graduate curricula in social protection for the University of

Zambia. Before pursuing an academic career in 1993, he worked for Zambia National Housing Authority designing

and managing low-income housing programmes.
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Speaker

Garima Bhalla
Economist and Social Protection Specialist, FAO

Garima Bhalla is an Economist in the Social Protection Team of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in

Rome. She uses mixed methods techniques to evaluate social protection and agricultural programs and

provide evidence-based advice for the design and implementation of these programs. Prior to working at FAO,

she has worked for over seven years in the non-profit and private strategy consulting sectors across multiple

geographies. She has a Ph.D. in Public Policy from UNC- Chapel Hill.
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Share your questions to the speakers!

type them in the Q&A box

Please state your name/organisation, and if your question is directed 
to a specific speaker.

Also, you are invited to interact with us on Twitter using #SPorgWebinar
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❖ comprehensive overview of the instruments, actors and 

design features of social protection systems, 

as well as their application and impacts in practice. 

❖ combines academic discussion with cases from the Global 

South and North

❖ first book that centres around system building:

harmonization across programmes and delivery mechanisms

❖ valuable resource for academics, students and practitioners
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Handbook calls for a more systemic approach in social protection:

❖ Social protection programmes should be as universal as possible 

or at least start with social protection of the poorest

❖ They should be better synchronized / coordinated.

❖ They should differentiate between beneficiary groups –

taking the specific needs and challenges into consideration.

❖ Social protection should be seen as a 

key component of social contracts:  a give and take, 

where the give of society is legitimisation of the governemnt

❖ Apart from that, each country must decide itself on the mix of social 

protection instruments
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‘The editors and contributors to the Handbook on Social Protection Systems have made an important 
contribution to the literature, ranging widely over the field and providing in-depth analyses of the 
complex dimensions of social protection policies and programs around the world. The Handbook will be 
the definitive work on social protection for many years to come and should be widely consulted.’
– James Midgley, University of California Berkeley, US 

‘A unique tour de force through the world of social protection. The volume is distinguished by a novel 
systemic approach that takes account of the entire range of instruments, institutions, policies and actors 
that make up social protection. First-rate experts from more than 20 countries get down to the nitty-
gritty of social protection systems, combining overview chapters with exemplary case studies across the 
global South and North. This Handbook sets new standards! It is highly recommended to researchers and 
practitioners alike.’
– Lutz Leisering, University of Bielefeld, Germany

‘The Handbook provides a comprehensive introduction to social protection systems, their functions, 
components, and outcomes. Its global scope, astute treatment of theory and policy, and appropriate 
case studies, should ensure the Handbook becomes an indispensable resource for policy makers, 
students, and researchers alike.’
– Armando Barrientos, Professor Emeritus, University of Manchester, UK













Free global access version:
https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781839109102/
9781839109102.xml

Multimedia version:
https://www.litello.com/social-protection-systems

https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781839109102/9781839109102.xml
https://www.litello.com/social-protection-systems


Thank you very much for your attention!

www.die-gdi.de/markus-loewe

Markus.Loewe@die-gdi.de

https://www.h-brs.de/de/sv/prof-dr-esther-schuering

esther.schuering@h-brs.de

http://www.die-gdi.de/markus-loewe
https://www.h-brs.de/de/sv/prof-dr-esther-schuering


Thank you for joining

+ Become a member of

Make sure to answer our webinar survey, 
available after the session! 

http://socialprotection.org/

