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Hello and welcome to the STAAR Evidence Digest for November 2022   
The STAAR Digest is a collection of articles that our Technical Leadership Team finds interesting – 
related to both social protection in crises and gender-responsive social protection. We have 
curated the content with themes which relate closely to our work on STAAR, and the content is by 
no means exhaustive. Any feedback on the content, format, etc is welcome at 

STAAR@STAARfacility.org.  
  
Edward Archibald - Lead Technical Adviser   

Informal workers 

We kick off this Monthly Digest with a raft of interesting and recent publications that relate to informal 

workers. (BTW, this Digest includes the big picture pieces that have come out; next month we’ll include 5-

6 country-level analyses.) 

» This handy primer from UNESCAP ask “what do we know?” about social protection and the informal 

economy, taking stock of the literature across Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  

» The linkages between climate and migration are explored in this piece from IIED on social protection 

and informal job market reform for tackling the climate migration nexus  

» WIEGO and others authored this paper which sets out evidence regarding the impacts of the COVID‐

19 pandemic and unpaid care work on informal workers' livelihoods  

» Finally, and although not published recently, it’s always worth having a look at the piece that Laura 

Alfers and Valentina Barca did through SPACE on key policy options for including informal workers in 

social protection systems. This graphic (Figure 1) from their publication is an ever-important reminder 

of the heterogeneity of the informal sector. 

 

Gender and social inclusion 

» The UN rapporteur on Human Rights published a report a few months ago which relates to the lack of 

take-up of social protection – a critical issue for on-demand registration mechanisms (this topic had 

previously been tackled in the ‘date paper, with reflections on strategies to tackle low take-up and 

other challenges linked to on-demand registration).  

» In a Special Issue on Gender and Development, a great collection of articles brings our attention back 

to the importance of gender-responsive recovery in a post-Covid world. The special issue focuses on 

Figure 1. The informal sector is not homogenous 

mailto:STAAR@STAARfacility.org
https://repository.unescap.org/handle/20.500.12870/5017
https://iied.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2022-09/21121IIED.pdf
https://iied.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2022-09/21121IIED.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ilr.12332
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ilr.12332
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ilr.12332
https://socialprotection.org/discover/publications/space-including-informal-workers-within-social-protection-systems-summary
https://socialprotection.org/discover/publications/space-including-informal-workers-within-social-protection-systems-summary
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G22/322/17/PDF/G2232217.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G22/322/17/PDF/G2232217.pdf?OpenElement
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Ensuring Women’s Decent Work and Transforming Care Provision and includes several articles on 

social protection, including "Breaking new ground: women’s employment in India’s NREGA, the 

pandemic lifeline” and “Analysing care policies and practices in times of austerity and conflict: the 

case of the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT)” 

» This paper Cash transfers and shifts in the intrahousehold bargain: Evidence from an ultra-poor 

setting reports on findings from a cash transfer programme in Chad, highlighting positive changes in 

women’s livelihoods and gender roles in the household.   

» A new gender and social protection database of resources has been added to socialprotection.org. 

With over 100 resources on it so far, this living resource will be updated regularly to reflect the latest 

knowledge in the field. Don’t forget that socialprotection.org also houses the GRSP online community 

– do sign up and stay connected!  

» The World Bank has produced helpful practical operational guidance on how to leverage social safety 

nets to prevent Gender Based Violence 

» This great blog rounds up evidence from the recent biannual Sexual Violence Research Initiative 

(SVRI) Forum held in Cancun, including evidence on cash and cash-plus programming for violence 

prevention.  

» At STAAR (and previously at SPACE), we often talk about the myriad opportunities for social 

protection actors to learn from humanitarian colleagues. With that in mind, we suggest having a look 

at a recent CALP case study from WRC in Jordan on the integration of Cash Assistance into Gender-

Based Violence Case Management to Support GBV Survivors and Individuals at Risk; likewise a 

snapshot of learnings from Ecuador, Colombia and NW Syria about the integration of Cash Assistance 

into Gender-Based Violence Case Management. 

Digital 

» The long awaited Implementation Guide on Good Practices for ensuring Data Protection and Privacy 

in SP systems is out! This is a guide for practitioners working and advising in LMICs and is the fruit of 

a two-year collective process that began back in 2020.  

» This is a very interesting research paper on the practical and ethical Implications of data-driven 

humanitarianism for IDPs. 

» The Universal Social Protection 2030 (USP2030) Digital Convergence Initiative has been working 

through many Country Cases (and videos here) as well as technical demonstrations of interoperability 

benefits (e.g. between SP information systems and CRVS one, or payment platforms). This may be of 

particular interest to those of you working in country offices. 

» Development Pathways and ACT Church of Sweden held a webinar to debate the value of social 

registries, examining how they differ from single registries, and their main constraints. 

Nutrition and food security 

» The World Bank has published an update of evidence and concepts related to food security and 

nutrition-sensitive social protection with a focus on South Asia. The book as a whole aim to 

summarise the state of knowledge on how food security, nutrition, and social protection issues 

intersect. Among the chapters is a high-level written overview of social protection responses to 

COVID-19 in South Asia and then a table with itemized responses per country, plus some case 

studies. 

Climate change 

» Always a hot topic, and no less so with COP 27 during November, there are some interesting 

publications to review. It’s wonderful to see Cecilia Costella et al’s piece gaining some traction. The 

paper was initially developed through SPACE and outlines a framework for identifying concepts and 

drivers of climate change and mechanisms for social protection. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cgde20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13552074.2022.2071978
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13552074.2022.2071978
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13552074.2022.2072020
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13552074.2022.2072020
https://editorialexpress.com/cgi-bin/conference/download.cgi?db_name=NEUDC2022&paper_id=115
https://editorialexpress.com/cgi-bin/conference/download.cgi?db_name=NEUDC2022&paper_id=115
https://socialprotection.org/discover/databases/resources-gender-responsive-social-protection
https://socialprotection.org/connect/communities/gender-responsive-social-protection-online-community
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35641/Safety-First-How-to-Leverage-Social-Safety-Nets-to-Prevent-Gender-Based-Violence.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35641/Safety-First-How-to-Leverage-Social-Safety-Nets-to-Prevent-Gender-Based-Violence.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/how-economic-security-linked-violence-against-women-and-children-new-insights-sexual-violence
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Integrating-Cash-Assistance-into-Gender-Based-Violence-Case-Management-Jordan-2022.pdf
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Cash-Voucher-Gender-Based-Violence-Colombia-Ecuador-Syria-Snapshot.pdf
https://t.co/da9vi5Lc1b
https://t.co/da9vi5Lc1b
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/projects/internationalrelationssecurity/dataanddisplacement/data-displacement/news/data-and-displacement-report-2022/data_and_displacement_report.pdf
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/projects/internationalrelationssecurity/dataanddisplacement/data-displacement/news/data-and-displacement-report-2022/data_and_displacement_report.pdf
https://sp-convergence.org/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amiQLjKXX-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04xuvcd6-ak
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialprotection.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db498450933cbd79af8fc3e40b%26id%3D59746dfb46%26e%3D7fe0f4826e&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9c19f418d84b423c910808daa0631c90%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637998644798145061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AbrKKBJWXQsDNHnNo19OdpytLHSBsufPKZ5B5XhsSWo%3D&reserved=0
https://t.co/ToaJCRlKKn
https://t.co/ToaJCRlKKn
https://socialprotection.org/connect/communities/social-protection-responses-covid-19-task-force/15-expert-advice-helpline-space
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4206401
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4206401
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» Also worth a look is this Policy brief on social protection and climate by Act Church of Sweden and 

others, with recommendations spanning investment in social protection, climate-proofing social 

protection, paying for loss and damage, and supporting Just Transitions worldwide.  

» This interesting collection of case studies from IIED “The power of ‘tech plus people’ in collective 

climate action” highlights key learnings from key learning from the pilot phase of an online tool that 

helps communities predict, prepare for and manage climate impacts – the headline message is that 

for climate technology to have the best impact in marginalised and rural communities, it must be 

accompanied by inclusive community engagement (and therefore also links to GESI themes). 

» Complementing these meta pieces is a useful country-level insight into (i.e., BISP) playing a 

significant moderating role against rainfall and temperature shocks to determine food outcomes for 

beneficiaries 

Localisation 

» USAID posted for consultation a draft policy brief on the localisation of humanitarian assistance, While 

this policy is squarely focused on humanitarian assistance, there is more to come from USAID on 

localisation across other sectors, which we look forward to seeing in due course.  

» While on the topic, here’s a short blog from a very well-respected Australian think tank about 

localisation. It’s a reflection of what’s happening in USAID and one of the main ways that Australian 

governments have – for better or worse – approached localisation in the past: budget support for 

recipient governments. The Brookings Institution also published a paper earlier in the year on 

localisation. 

Linkages between social protection and humanitarian 

assistance  

» The SPIAC-B working group on linking humanitarian assistance and social protection met in Istanbul 

in October. STAAR also gave a presentation on Linking Humanitarian Action and Social Protection: 

Trends and Gaps. Feel free to contact STAAR@STAARfacility.org for a copy of the presentation.  

» ECHO hosted a webinar recently through sp.org which asked What is the role of a humanitarian donor 

in linking with social protection systems? The session used the framework of DG ECHO’s cash 

thematic policy, published earlier this year, to discuss the role of humanitarian donors in linking with 

social protection systems. 

» A new CALP report on the ever-important topic of timely responses – The Changing Landscape of 

Cash Preparedness: Lists, Risks and Relationships – looks at the speed of the current response in 

Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia and explores what CVA actors themselves believe is required to improve 

timeliness for delivering in the coming months and beyond.   

» New report from ODI on “Adjusting social protection delivery to support displaced populations” 

exploring refugee, IDP and host experiences accessing each phase of delivery in Cameroon, 

Colombia and Greece. 

Targeting  

» There’s a very interesting analysis of the targeting efficiency of PMT in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territories. The paper includes an important comparison of PMT and the Multi-dimensional Poverty 

Index, and an assessment of the best way to expand coverage and transparency.  

» The SP in Crisis Contexts informal hangout had a couple of sessions on the topic of ‘targeting’ and 

agreed on the following as key criteria to evaluate against. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.svenskakyrkan.se/filer/56ba8cbf-54b0-48dc-ba41-f1e1b396151e.pdf
https://www.iied.org/21166iied
https://www.iied.org/21166iied
https://t.co/FYLeeaftyl
https://www.usaid.gov/draft-policy-for-localization-of-humanitarian-assistance
https://devpolicy.org/power-shift-usaid-and-localisation-20220804/
https://devpolicy.org/power-shift-usaid-and-localisation-20220804/
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Locally-Driven-Development.pdf
mailto:STAAR@STAARfacility.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialprotection.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db498450933cbd79af8fc3e40b%26id%3D432a87e581%26e%3Def192b0d6e&data=05%7C01%7C%7C38921d283a9f4f44205e08da8be79433%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637976123996928880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VPG0IpjpwUpOFSfl3Y7OhTNgRcHlRiXXGH7GkmLc7qY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialprotection.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db498450933cbd79af8fc3e40b%26id%3D432a87e581%26e%3Def192b0d6e&data=05%7C01%7C%7C38921d283a9f4f44205e08da8be79433%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637976123996928880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VPG0IpjpwUpOFSfl3Y7OhTNgRcHlRiXXGH7GkmLc7qY%3D&reserved=0
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/sectoral/thematic_policy_document_no_3_cash_transfers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/sectoral/thematic_policy_document_no_3_cash_transfers_en.pdf
https://www.calpnetwork.org/publication/the-changing-landscape-of-cash-preparedness/
https://www.calpnetwork.org/publication/the-changing-landscape-of-cash-preparedness/
https://odi.org/en/publications/adjusting-social-protection-delivery-to-support-displaced-populations/
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/2540088/targeting-by-proxy/
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/2540088/targeting-by-proxy/
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Figure 2 Emerging trade-offs clearly addressed and mitigated. Source: adapted from work by Cherrier and 

many others. 

 

Institutional updates 

» The World Bank recently released an update of its Social Protection and Jobs strategy, aka “SPJ 

Compass”. This new strategic framework charts five priority areas of work, including addressing gaps 

in delivery systems, coverage, adaptiveness, jobs, and financing (with women empowerment and 

climate change as cross-cutting themes).  

» The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) published a two-pager response, and WIEGO 

organised a webinar looking at this and broader but related issues: World Bank, IMF and Universal 

Social Protection following COVID-19: The Good the Bad and the Unclear. 

» Relatedly, a report by Development Pathways and others proffers a critique of the World Bank’s 

approach to progressive universalism. 

Financing  

» Researchers at Cape Town University published an interesting think piece “Just give all the money to 

the poor?” which examines the pros and cons of a rather radical idea…shifting most ODA to financing 

cash transfers. The discussion includes stylized implications for social contracts, taxation, and political 

economy.  

» UNICEF, the ILO and the EU jointly hosted a webinar to provide an overview of the Social Protection 

and Public Finance Management Programme and country experiences on innovative options of 

financing for building adaptive, responsive and resilient social protection systems.Regional 

perspectives 

» The Chief Economist of the World Bank office for Europe and Central Asia published an economic 

update report which had social protection issues in the region with a special focus on the role of social 

protection in a context of repeated shocks and uncertainty. It also reviews the role of SP in responding 

to COVID-19. Among the many interesting charts and tables, this one is particularly thought-

provoking:  

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/38031
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/38031
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/9c1462c00ab0d8dc0ed712c58964c9c9-0200022022/original/FINAL-SPJ-2Pager-v3.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZt-xBovB6Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZt-xBovB6Y
https://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Final-Progressive-universalism-report-with-preface-22Sept2022.pdf
https://t.co/B5QmH1VfqK
https://t.co/B5QmH1VfqK
https://socialprotection.org/learn/webinars/financing-shock-responsive-social-protection-systems
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/38098/FullReport.pdf
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Regional perspectives  

» The Chief Economist of the World Bank office for Europe and Central Asia published an economic 

update report which had social protection issues in the region with a special focus on the role of social 

protection in a context of repeated shocks and uncertainty. It also reviews the role of SP in responding 

to COVID-19. Among the many interesting charts and tables, this one is particularly thought-

provoking:   

Figure 3 Share of imported calories affected by trade restrictions imposed as a result of the war in Ukraine 

as of September 2022. Source: IFPRI Food and Fertilizer Export Restrictions Tracker. 

Evidence! 

» Early in October, Amber Peterman tweeted a Homerian epic (by Twitter standards 😉). 60 tweets 

chock full of facts relating to the evidence on social protection – a response to an overall statement 

that “evidence for cash transfers isn't as strong as many people believe”. 

Upcoming 

» 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence will run from 25 November to 11 December.  

» The UK will host an international Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative (PSVI) Conference 

on 28-29 November 2022 in London, hosted by the Foreign Secretary.  

IDS is hosting a conference which focuses on what’s next for Social Protection in a time of global 

uncertainty. The Call for Papers is open until 15 January, with the conference to be held from 12-14 

September 2023 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/38098/FullReport.pdf
https://twitter.com/a_peterman/status/1579482130979368961
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
https://www.ids.ac.uk/news/social-protection-in-a-time-of-global-uncertainty-whats-next/

