
Name : Shantaben Parmar  Age : 50+ years 

Place of vending : Jamalpur, Near APMC market  

My name is Shantaben Parmar, and I am Vice president of SEWA. I am member of SEWA from past 

35 years and I organizer the street Vendors. I myself am a Street vendor at Jamalpur and I vend 

Potatoes and Onions there. 

Presently due to this Corona Virus our situation is very critical. It seems that we are caught up from 

all the sides and whichever side we go, our sufferings will follow. Daily in the morning I go to Vasna 

APMC whole sale market for Potatoes and Onions, to get my stock, generally few of us together hire 

a rickshaw and go there to buy the vegetables. For myself I pay Rs. 20/- on a normal day, but during 

this crisis no rickshaw wala is ready to pool among the group and I therefore have to take an 

individual rickshaw and go there paying Rs. 100/- per day.  

There is enough vegetable in the market, but we have to take our stock before 9:00 am or else the 

security in the market as well as the Police asks us to leave the market. Sometimes they even hit us. 

The market is very crowded though. The price of Potatoes and Onions has not increased much, 

because before this crisis these items were already expensive. But what has changed is that there 

are fewer buyers from us. Moreover, the Police are not allowing us to sit at the allocated place of 

vending at all. In fact 2-3 days back they have broken the platforms made especially for us vendors 

under the Jamalpur Over bridge. They are only allowing vendors to vend on their lorry, that too they 

do not allow the static lorries, they have to keep moving. Now at this age how can I push lorry and 

move so much? 

As an alternative, the Police and AMC people are allowing us to sit at the place near river front. But 

there is no allocation of the place there. It is at first come first basis. That means one member of the 

family has to wake up daily as early as 3 O clock to go there and book a place for us to vend. But 

actually no buyer knows we are vending there, so there is hardly any sale from that place. Even 

Rickshaws are not allowed to that place. We have to carry our loads on our head and walk inside to 

the vending space. 

We have limited money at present and we don’t know what we should do, spend it on the 

household expenses or buy our stock? We are not able to get back the invested amount also these 

days. I stock potatoes and onions in a day of Rs. 5,000-10,000/- per day and at the end of the day I 

am able to take home Rs. 300-350/- per day after deducting all the expenses. I have to borrow 

money sometimes and then I give interest of anything between 5-10%. These days I am not able to 

take home anything and this loan is over and above all the expenses. Government has announced 

relaxation in payment of loan interest for three months, but no bank or other companies gives loans 

to vendor; we have to borrow from local money lender only. He will not give this rebate at all. He 

will keep nagging us. I don’t know how I am going to come over this period? 

Corona a toh amne kora kari didha! 

 

 


